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PLATES & ILLUSTRATIONS: CAPTIONS 
 

➢ INTRODUCTION 
 
Page 6: Arms of the Office of the Chief Herald of Arms of Malta 

 
➢ PART ONE 

 
Page 12: Plate 1 Letter from Norroy and Ulster King of Arms. Note that the 

erstwhile Committee of Privileges only had an advisory role, 
the actual decision being taken by the Fons Honorum. 

Page 20 
 

Grandmaster de Rohan 

Page 23: Plate 2 Extract from AOM 627 (“Baronia de Gomerino”): It is to be 
noted that the words “Feudo Nobile” are cancelled. The 
record outlines how the nature of those lands was changed 
from feudal- to allodial- (freehold) property and that the 
Magistral honour first created on 24th December 1710 is 
recorded to have been annexed by a deed of 5th November 
1734, culminating in an investiture of 1st May 1737. This is, 
arguably, the biggest elephant in the room! 

Page 29: Plate 3 Extract from AOM 627 (“Wzzini”) showing formal registration 
of honours received by the comital Wzzini Paleologo family 
including a grant of Nobiltà Patriziato Romano as well as 
their descent from the Byzantine Emperors. The Royal 
Commissioners dismissed all Patriziati as “mere municipal 
honours”. 

Page 31: Plate 4 Portraits of Mariano Testaferrata ( Heritage Malta ) and 
Leonardo Abela (Old University gallery). By a Privilegium of 
20th December 1553, Mariano Testaferrata was conferred 
the dignity of Patrician of Messina. Mariano was the first of 
successive generations of his family to have occupied the 
office of Depositario of the Holy Inquisition in Malta. By a 
Privilegium of 11th June 1590 from the Roman Senate, the 
dignity of Roman Patrician was conferred upon the Bishop 
of Sidonia Leonardo Abela, and his nephews, amongst 
whom Paolo Testaferrata. 

Page 32: The Capo del Impero 
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Page 33: Plate 5  Extract from AOM 627 (“Mompalao Cuzkeri, Barone di 
Frigenuini”) recording the grant in favour of Alessandro 
Mompalao Cuzkeri. Note the reference to the Knighthood of 
the Holy Roman Empire. 

Page 36 Marital Arms, both sides cadet branches of the Maltese 
nobility (granted by CHOAM) 

Page 42 Arms of the Barons Trigona 

Page 43 Arms of the Count Fenech Bonici 

Page 58: Plate 6 Two extracts from AOM 627, the first (“Baronia di Budacco, 
e Marchese di Castiglia”) recording the honours received by 
Giovanni Pio de Piro, the second made after his death 
 

Page 62 1876 Report 

Page 63 1883 Report 
 

Page 65 The divietum 

Page 66/67: Plate 8 Tabular View of the Relationship between the Parties (taken 
from the decision Apap vs Strickland) 

Page 68: Plate 9 Tabular View of the Relationship between the Parties (taken 
from the decision Strickland vs Apap) 

Page 69 Gerald Strickland, Count della Catena 

Page 72 Sitting of a Judicial Committee of the UK Privy Council 

Page 73 Presentation of personal Arms to HE Dr. G. Vella, President 
of Malta, 2nd December 2021 

Page 77; Plates 10 & 10a Extract from AOM 627 (“Baronia di Gariexem e Tabia”) 
showing a series of investitures in favour of members of the 
Xara family eventually to that of Bonnici Cassia in the 
Baronia de’ Feudi Gariexem et Tabia. It is to be noted that 
the surname Cassia was cancelled in regard to the Xara 
investees. 

Page 79: Plate 11 Extract from Abela’s Descrittione di Malta 

Page 82; Plate 12  Extract from AOM 627 (“Baronie di Bucana, e Diar el Bniet”) 
showing a series of investitures in favour of members of the 
D’Amico Inguanez family as baroni degli feudi di Bucana e 
Diar el Bniet following the death without issue of Marc’ 
Antonio Inguanez in 1760. 

Page 83 Baroness Maria Teresa D’Amico Inguanez  

Page 98 Recognition by Grand Master de Rohan of the title of Count 
of Banhòus de Céser in favour of Pasquale Portelli (AOM 
607; 9 September 1789). 

Page 99 Arms of the Count of Meimun 

Page 125 Presentation of Arms to HG Mgr. C Scicluna, Archbishop of 
Malta, 21st October 2021 

Page 125 Presentation of Arms to HL Mgr. A Teuma, Bishop of Gozo, 
26th November 2021 
 

 
 
 
 

➢ PART TWO 
 
  

Page 131 Book on Italian Heraldry (1921) 

Page 134 Arms of the Diocese of Gozo (granted by CHOAM) 

Page 135 Fig.1: Sections of the field 
Fig. 2: Heater shield 

Page 136 Fig. 2a: Shield displayed in tilted position 
Fig. 3: Lozenge  
Fig. 4: Oval 
Fig. 5: Arms of an unmarried Maltese lady, quartering 
paternal and maternal Arms 

Page 137 Fig. 6: Principal metals and colours shown as hatchings 
Fig. 7: Some heraldic furs  
Fig. 8: Principal divisions of the shield 

Page 139    Fig. 9: Examples of three Ordinaries (Chief, Bend and 
Chevron) 

Page 140 Fig. 10: Quartered shield  
Fig. 11: Quartered Arms 
Clarity of the Rule of Tinctures 

Page141 
  

 

Fig. 12: Helm for personal Arms of the President of Malta 
Fig. 13: Helm for the nobility 



8 
 

Page 142 
 
 

Fig. 14: Helm for KUOM, KOM.SĠ (*) or KGC of Orders 
recognized by Malta 
Fig. 15: Helm for Knights, Esquires & Gentlemen 
Fig. 15a: Two helms for a dei Conti and dei Baroni 

Page 143 Fig. 16: Mantling or Lambrequin 
Fig. 17: Crest and wreath (torse) 

Page 144 Fig. 18: Coronet of a Marquis in Malta 
Fig. 19: Coronet of a Count in Malta 
Fig. 20: Coronet of a Baron in Malta 
Fig. 21: Coronet of an untitled Noble in Malta 

Page 145 
 

Fig. 22: Crest coronet 

Page 146 Fig. 23: Supporters  
Fig. 24: Single supporter behind shield 

Page 147  
 

 

Fig. 25: Arms with two mottos  
Fig. 26: Arms displaying both motto and cri de guerre 

Page 148   
 

Fig. 27: Quartered Arms; note the paternal arms In the 1st  
and 4th  quarters 

Page 149    Fig. 28: Marks of cadency 
Fig. 29: Bordure 

Page 150   Fig. 30: Marital Arms displayed as an impalement. 
Husband’s on left (dexter),  wife’s on right (sinister) 
 

Page 151   
 

Fig. 31: Noble Contino 

Page 152:   Fig. 32: Arms of a Noble Contessina 
Fig. 33: Female Nobile dei Baroni (motto not shown in this 
example) 

Page 153 
 
 

Fig. 34: Female dei Baroni (motto not shown in this 
example) 
Fig. 35: Markers of illegitimacy 
 

Page 156        The Arms of an Italian Baron (registered by CHOAM) 

 


